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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, SAMUEL HUGHES, a resi-
dent of Charleston, in the county of Charles-
ton and State of South Carolina,have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Toilet-Paper Cases; and I do hereby declare
the following to be afull, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvementin
toilet-paper cases or packages, the object be-
ing to provide simple and efficient means for
retaining a package of toilet-paper in place
and automatically feeding it forward as it is
removed, so that the sheets of paper may be
readily grasped and removed from the case.

‘With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in the combination with a case orrecep-
tacle of a flexible support forthe case and for
the package of toilet-paper contained therein,
said support being so constructed and ar-
ranged as to operate to force the contained
paper forwardly and against the opening
through which the sheets of paper are re-
moved.

My invention further consists in certain
otherfeatures of improvement, as willbe here-
inafter described, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view in front elevation of one embodiment
of my invention. Fig. 2isa view in side ele-
vation with a portion of the case removed in
order to show the flexible support.

A represents the case, which is preferably
made of paper or cardboard and is of any de-
sired shape and construction. The upper end
of the case is provided with a flap or cover «,
which may be secured in place by any suit-
able catch or fastening . The lower end of
the case is cut away to form an opening B,
through which the sheets of toilet-paper C are
removed. A cord D passes down through the
cover or flap near one of its ends and diago-
nally through the case in rear of the package
of toilet-paper contained therein, and at the
lower end of the case the cord is brought for-
ward to the front lower cormer and passed
downwardly through the same and then reax-
wardly and upwardly through the bottom of

the case and across the same to the opposite
side, where it is passed downwardly through
the bottom and then brought forwardly and
then upwardly through the opposite corner 55
and then rearwardly beneath the package and
upwardly and diagonallyin rear of the same
and through the flap or cover, where the two
ends of the cord are united.

The case or package of toilet-paper is sus- 6o
pended from a hook or nail by the loop E,
formed on the upwardly-projecting ends of
the cord D, and thus the cord-is subjected to
sufficient tension to cause its portions F F
within the ease and in rear of the package of 63
toilet-paper to assume the form of an inclined
support at the opposite sides of the lower end
of the package. These cords serve to force
the papers forwardly against the front wall
of the case, so that the sheets maybe readily 70
removed, being firmly retained in place while
grasped by the hand. The cords act as an
automatic clamp for the contained package
of paper, holding the package of paper tightly
with the lower end of the package beveled or 75
inclined, so as to facilitate the grasping of a
single sheet at a time, if desired. It will be
seen that when the lower front edge of the
package of paperis grasped between the finger
and thumb and pulled downwardly to with- 8o
draw a sheet the package of paper will be
forced more tightly against the front of the
case, and the more pressure which isbrought
to bear (endwise) on the package of paper the
tighter it will be clamped and the more in- 83
clined or beveled the lower end of the pack-
age of paper will become, thus greatly facili-
tating the withdrawal of single sheets.

‘When toilet-paper is contained in a paste-
board box or case and the latter placedinan go
upright position, the paper, being very light
and ineapable of supporting its own weight,
will be very apt to double up and fall if some
means be not provided to prevent it, and this
is especially true when a portion of the paper 95
shallhave been withdrawn. By my improve-

ments the paper will be kept close against

the front face of the case until all the sheets
shallhave been withdrawn,and the cord which
acts as the clamp for this purpose is auto- 100
maticin operation. Nospringsareemployed,
and the cord or clamp derives its power to
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clamp the paper solely from the weight of the
package.

Instead of using a cord, a wire or other
flexible device may be employed.

My improvement is very simple in con-
struetion, cheap to manufacture, and effec-
tual in all respects in the performance of its
functions.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire toseeure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination with a case or package
for toilet paper, of a flexible deviece passing
through the case and between which and a
part of the case the paper is held, said flexi-
ble device secured at its lower end and con-
stituting a support for the case, substantially
as set forth.

2. In a case or package for toilet paper, a
flexible device passing through the case be-
hind the paper therein, then forwardly under
the lower edge of the package of paper and
suspended at the upper end on a nail or hook,
substantially as set forth.

3. The combination with a case having an

opening in its front and bottom and adapted

550,020

to contain toilet paper, of a cord or other
flexible device passing through the top of the
casing behind the toilet paper therein, then
under the bottom of the package of paper
near both edges thereof, the free upper ends
of the cord being secured together to form a
loop, substantially as set forth.

4. The combination with a case having an
opening in its front and bottom and adapted
to contain toilet paper, of a cord passing
loosely through the top of the case near both
edges thereof, said cord also passing down-
wardly through the casing diagonally and be-
hind the package of paper therein and at the
lower end of the case, passing under the bot-
tom of the package of paper, the free upper
ends of the cord being secured together to
form a loop, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing withesses.

SAMUEL HUGITES.

Witnesses:

I11. C. HHuGHES,
THos. I. ITANCOCK.
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