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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, DAVID R. BROWN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cottage-
ville, in the county of Colleton and State of
South Carolina, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Horse-Detach-
ers; and I dodeclare the following tobea full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for detaching horses from vehicles,
and it has for its general object to provide a
detaching device embodying such a construc-
tion that the horse may be readily released
by a person seated in the vehicle, and may
leave the shafts without interference.

Other objects and advantages will appear
from the following deseription and claims
when taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1, is a plan view of a vehicle, em-
bodying my invention, a horse being illus-
trated as hitehed thereto. Fig. 2, is an in-
verted plan view of the whiffletree, removed
from the shafts. Fig: 3,1s a detail view of
the whiffle-tree with parts in section. Tig. 4,
is a detail view, illustrating the manner of
connecting the traces to the breeching; and
Fig. 5, is a detail view, illustrating the man-
ner of connecting the shafts to the collar
hames, whereby a saddle may be dispensed
with.

In the said drawings: A, indicates a pair of
thills or shafts.

A’, indicates a vehicle to which the shafts
are connected, and B, indicates a whiffle-tree
which is pivotally mounted upon the cross
bar of the shafts in the ordinary manner.
This whiffle-tree B, is provided at its ends
withtwolongitudinally extended lugsorstuds
e, which are designed to engage and hold the
traces B, and itis also provided with the slid-
able sleeves C, which are mounted upon its
ends, and the slidable bars o, which are con-
nected to the sleeves as better shown in Fig.
3, of the drawings. The slidable bars a, are
provided at their ends with angular branches
d, which serve toengage thelugsorstuds e,and
hold the traces thereon; and inasmuch as the
bars a,and the sleeves C, are fixedly connected

together, it will be seen that when the said
bars are moved outwardly to uncover the
studs e, the sleeves C, will engage the traces
and push them off said studs, and thus dis-
connect the traces from the whiffletree.
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Pivotally connected to the whiffletree B, as ‘

shown at h, and to the slidable bars a, as shown
at g, are the levers b, through the medium of
which the said bars a, are actuated to effect
a disconnection of the traces from the whiffle-
tree. These levers b, normally rest beneath
the whiffletree, as illustrated, and they have
their ends connected as shown at [, to the op-
positely extending branchesof the hand strap
T, which extends through the dash D, of the
vehicle, within convenient reach of thedriver.
Through the medium of this strap F,and the
levers b, it will be seen that assoon as a horse
starts to run away or when itis desired to re-
lease a horse, he may be readily released by

‘the driver and thus damage to the vehicle may

be obviated.

I, indicates the hold back straps which may
be connected to theshafts A,inanyapproved
manner.

H, indicatesanordinary harness breeching
provided with the usual eyes x, and G, indi-
cates the hold back tugs through the medium
of which the traces are connected to the
breeching. These tugs G,arelooped through
the eyes of the breeching as shown atn, and
are passedthrough the straps/, and eonnected
to the traces as illustrated, whereby it will be
seen that when the traces are released from
the whiffle-tree, they may pass through the

1 straps I, without danger of being caught or

retarded thereby.

The traces E, are provided at their forward
ends with loops as K, which serve to connect
them to the hames 1, of the collar N, as bet-
ter shown in Fig.5. Theseloops KXalsoserve
to effect a connection between the traces and
the collars J, which are designed to receive
and support the shafts, as illustrated. In
some cases, however, the collars J, might be
fastened to the traces, just behind the loops
K, in any approved manner. By this man-
ner of supporting the shafts, the horse, when
released from the whiffie-tree, may draw out
of the shafts without any interference from
the harness, which is an important desidera-
tum. Furthermore by the provision of the
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construction described, the ordinary harness
saddle which is very objectionable in hot
weather may be dispensed with.

In the praectical operation of my invention,
the horse may be readily released from the
vehicle by simply pulling upon the strap F,
and he may be as readily hitched up again by
simply running the shafts through the col-

lars J and passing the traces through the

straps I, and connecting them to the whiffle-
tree in the manner set forth.
It will be readily noted from the foregoing

description taken in connection with the draw-,

ings, that my improved device is very simple,
cheap, and durable; that it may be conven-
iently operated to effect the purpose stated.

‘While I 'have deseribed in detail a whiffle-
tree of the construection shown and provided
with the studs e, at opposite ends, yet it will
be found in practice that the whitfletree which
is now 50 commonly used and is not provided
with irons at the end but is simply flattened
to receive the trace, might be employed in
connection with my improvements.

Having deseribed my invention, what I
claim is—

1. In a horse detaching device, the combi-
nation with the whiffletree; of the slidable
sleeves C, mounted on opposite ends thereof,
the slidable bars @, connected to said sleeves
at 2, and having the angular branches d, the
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levers b, pivotally connected to the whiffletree,
at h, and to the slidable bars at g, the hand
strap If, extending through the dash of the
vehicle at one end, and connected at its oppo-
site end to the said levers b, all adapted to
operate, in connection with the harness, hav-
ing theloops K, connected with the hames and
the loops G, connected to the breeching and
traces, substantially as speecified.

2. In a horse detaching device, the combi-
nation with a pair of shafts, the whiffle-tree
mounted thereon, and the tug straps I, con-
nected to the shafts; of a harness comprising

a collar and hames, a breeching, the tracesE,

detachably connected to the whiffletree and
having the loops K, at their forward endscon-
nected to the hames, the collars J, conneected
to the loops K, or to the traces just behind
the loops K, and adapted to receive the shafts,
the tng loops G, connected to the breeching
and traces and taking through the tugstraps
I, and a suitable means for diseonnecting'the
traces from the whiffletree, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof T affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

DAVID R. BROWN.

Witnesses:
J. A, WILLIAMS,
0. H. BROWN,
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