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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEMUAL A. GREENE a
citizen of the United States, residingat Greer’s,
in the county of Greenville and State of South
Carolina, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Cotton-Graders; andIdo
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such

. as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
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it appertains to make and use the same.

. It iswell known that under different lights
or conditions of light, a sample of raw cotton
will appear to be of different qualities; and
it is extremely difficult for a purchaser, unless
well acquainted with the light of the apart-
ment in which the sample is exhibited, to de-
termine the quality of such sample.

The prime object of my present invention
is to provide a device by means of which a
sample of raw cotton of unknown quality can
be placed under the same condition of light
as a sample the quality of whieh is known for
the purposes of comparison.

A secondary object is to provide a simple,
compact and neatappearing device for accom-
plishing the result above set forth.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sistsof an inclosing case provided with a trans-
parent cover undex which samples of cotton
may be placed for purposes of comparison.

My invention further consists in the pecu-
liar construction and arrangement of parts
as will be hereinafter fully pomted out and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings—Figure 1
is a perspective of my improved cotton grader.
Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical sectional view
through the same.

lee letters of reference denote correspond-
ing parts in both figures of the drawings, re-
ferring to which—

A deswndtes a shallow shell or case of any
desired size and material, the interior of which
is preferably divided into a series of compart-
ments by means of a series of parallel trans-
verse division plates B firmly attached to the
shell Ain any suitable and desirable manner.

The case or shell A is provided with an im-
movable transparent cover or top C which
extends or projects forward beyond one side
of the shell, as shown. The top C is prefer-
ably made of magnifying glass and the edges
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of the projecting portion thereof ave strength-
ened and protected by means of protection
strips D, preferably composed of metal, which
extend over the edges and are firmly secured
in position on the top C.

The rear of the case or shell A is closed by
a longitudinally movable slide K. In the
drawings this slide is shown as having its up-
per and lower edges bent so as to pass over
ribs on the bottom of the shell A and the rear
portion of the frame of the cover C thereof;
but any other desired means may be employed
for supporting the slide E on the case A.

The manner of using my improved cotton
grader is as follows—A sample of cotton of a
certain grade is placed in one of the compart-
ments of the case A by withdrawing the slide
I sufficiently far to expose the rear open end
of the compartment. By placing a sample of
cotton of unknown quality or grade under the
projecting portion of the tmnspanent cover C
it will be subject to the same condition of light
as the sample in the ease and it can be easily
seen whether or not they are of the same qual-
ity. By placing samples of different grades
in different compartments of the case A a
purchaser can quickly and readily determine
the quality or grade of cotton he is buying.

The device can be made small and light
enough to be carried in a person’s pocket or
in-a su1table case provided for that purpose.

I am aware that changes in the form and
proportion of parts and details of- construe-
tion of the deviees herein shown and described
as an embpodiment of my invention can be
made without departing from the spirit orsae-
rificing the advantages thereof, and I there-
fore reserve the right to make such changes as
fairly fall within the scope of the same.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I clalm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. Asan artlcle of manufacture, a shell or
case provided with a transparent top which
projects or extends beyond one side of the
case, substantially as and for the purpose de-
seribed.

2. As an article of manufacture, a shell or
case provided with a top of magnifying glass
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which extends or projects beyond one side of

the case or shell, substantially as and for the
purpose described.
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3. As an article of manufacture, a shell or
case provided with a transparent top which
projects or extends beyond one side of the
case, the edges of the projecting portion of the

5 cover being provided with protecting strips,
substantially as shown and described, for the
purpose described. o

4. As an article of manufacture, a shell or

case provided with an immovable transparent
10 top which projects beyond one side of the case

or shell and a longitudinally movable slide

arranged to close one of the sides of theshell,
substantially as shown and desecribed, for the
purpose specified.
In testimony whereof Iaffix mysignaturein 15
presence of two witnesses.
LEMUAL A. GREENE.
Witnesses:
J. H. PAYNE,
T.'T. WESTMORELAND.




