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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatl, LOUIs RICHARD CHAZAL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Charleston, in the county of Charleston and

5 State of South Carolina, have invented a new
and useful Buckle, of which the following is
a specification. :

This invention has relation to improve-

ments in buckles, the object being to provide
10 a buckle adapted to be applied to thé straps

of valises and to be locked by a key, whereby

tampering with the contents is avoided.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel

“15 features thereof will be particularly pointed
out in the claim. ‘

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
plan view of a buckle constructed in accord-
ance with my invention, the same connecting

20 the two ends of the strap. TFig. 2 is a side
elevation of the buckle. Fig. 3 is a longi-
tudinal sectional view, parts being shown in
side elevation.

Like numerals of reference indicate like

25 parts in all the figures of the drawings.

In practicing my invention I construct an
oblong buckle-frame 1, the rear half of which
is closed by a lock-case 2, with the exception
of the extreme rear end, in which is formed

30 a narrow transverse slot 3. Mounted in the
lock-case is any ordinary lock mechanism
adapted to be operated by a suitable key in-
serted through the key-hole 4, formed in the
face of thelock, and from the front end of the

35 case extends a reciprocating bolt or buckle
tongue 5. At its front end and at opposite
sides the lock-case is extended to form for-
wardly-projecting arms 6, to which are hinged,
as at 7, the rearwardly-disposed terminals of

40 a U-shaped bail 8, the front transverse bar
of which is provided with an opening or
keeper 9.

10 designates an ordinary strap, one end of
whieh is passed through and is secured within

45 the loop 3 of the buckle-frame and the other
end of which is passed around any object—
such as a valise, trunk, or other article—as-
sumingvarious proportions,and is perforated,
as at 11. The series of perforations 11 are

formed upon an incline in lieu of at a right 5o
angle to the strap, as is usunal, and may or
may not be provided with suitable metal eye-
lets. .

In operation, after passing the strap around
the article, the free end is introduced up- 55
wardly through the bail 8 in the same man-
ner as the end of a strap is usually passed
through a buckle, the bail 8 readily swinging
upward for the purpose of permitting such
introduction. Afterbeingintroduced the end 6o
of the strap is drawn upon in the usual man-
ner until the bolt or tongue 5 is opposite one
of the openings or eyelets, when, by the in-
sertion and partial rotation of a suitable key
inserted in the key-hole 4 of the lock-case, said 6 5
bolt is shot through the perforation or eyelet,
and its forward end takes into the socket 9
at the end of the bail. The free end of the
strap may be left loose or introdaced under
a transverse keeper12, secured to and extend- 70
ing across the lock-case, as shown.

Any suitable form of lock mechanism may
be employed, the specific construction of the
same not entering into my invention. It will
be observed that a strap provided with a 75
buckle constructed after the one described
may be employed for various purposes, such
as binding valises and trunks, packages, &e.

IIaving described my invention, what I
claim is— :

The herein-deseribed buckle, consisting of
the lock-case provided with a-lock mechan-
ism and with a reciproeating bolt mounted in
the front end of the same, said case having at
its rear end a transverse strap-receiving slot 8§;
and at its front end a pair of forwardly-dis-
posed arms,and a U-shaped bail having its ter-
minals hinged to the arms and provided at
its ends with an opening for the reception of
the end of the bolt, substantially as specified. go

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my ownIhave hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS RICHARD CHAZAT.
Witnesses: :
H. B. MAZYEK,
E. C. STTART.
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