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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES THOMAS MA-
soN, Jr., of Sumter, Sumter county, South
C‘LthD’L, have invented a new and useful Im-

provement in Cotton-Picker Stems, of which |

the following is a specification.

The invention relates to certain improve-
ments in cotton-picker stems to adapt the
same for more efficiently picking and collect-
ing cotton from the bolls; and it consists more
parbmul‘u]v in the construction hereinafter
set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of my improved stem, . Fig.
2 is a vertical longitudinal section on the line
22 of Fig. 8. " Fig. 8 is atransverse section on
line 3 3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 shows a pormon of
one of the slotted stluck -up plates. Fig. bis
a section of same on line 5 b of Fig. 4. = Fig.
6 is a transverse section of one of said plates
through the slot, and-showing the tooth there-
in detached. Fig. 7 shows a portion of aslot-

_ ted plate, A,with the tooth formed integrally
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- formed small recésses or indentations d.
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of said plate

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts.

E is the supporting-rod, upon which are
rigidly secured the metal flanged disks ¥ I
and end pieces G G..

A A are a'series of bent and slotted plates
of sheet metal. Theinner edges of these plates
rest against the flanges of the disks F. Their
ends are confined bebween the end pieces G G
and the cap-pieces B and C, the said pieces G G
and B and C being suitably formed to receive
said - ends, and fastening-serews H or other
suitable devices being provided for securing
the parts together. The plates A are strips
of sheet metal arched transversely. Insaid
plates are cutslots @, and beside said slots are
In
each récess d, I'secure, by solder or brazing, a
wire tooth, D. - This tooth is bent in arched
form and lies in the 'slot a. It is essential

that the teeth be so bent or curved that their
pointed ends shall lie on a level or a little be-
low the outer surface of the plates A, so that
said plates thus serve as guards, whlch pre-
vent the leaves. or branches of the cotton-

(No model.)

plant engaging with the teeth, but do not pre-
vent the cotton in the bolls from being so en-
gaged. The separate plates A .are secured to-
gether at their edges, preferably by solder or
brazing. The upper end piece, C, is conieal
in form. The lower end piece, B, is substan-
tially wedge-shaped, and has a rounded or
blunt lower edge, this construction prevent-
ing the end of the stem from becoming en-
gaged with the plant, as sometimes happens
when sail end is:conical and pointed. I do
not claim this feature in this application, in-
asmuch as I have already done so in another
application for Letters Patent simultaneously
filed herewith.

I do not limit myself to a cotton-picker stem
suspended by the rod E, inasmuch as it s in
some cases desirable to ha—ve a bearing for the
said rod below the stem. In such event I do
not make the end piece B wedge-shaped in
form, buti in conical form like the cap-piece
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C, and the rod Eis extended downward through -

said cap-piece to enter any suitable bearing or
support.

I have found it preferable to make the plates
A separate and solder them together-at their
adjacent edges; but I do-not limit myself to
this construction, inasmuch as a single sheet
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of metal may be used struck.up in a series of

convex beads, each provided with slots, &e.,
and each bead being the same as one of said
plates A. . The plate may be bent around the
disks ¥ and have its meeting ends secured by
solder. Neither do I'limit myself to separate
teeth D,insertedin the recessesdoftheplates A.
Thave found it preferable to use such separate
teeth made of wire on account of their strength
and elasticity; butiit will be obviouns that teeth
may be struck out of the metal of the plate it-
self,within the slots ¢, as shown in Fig. 7at D,
in which case the recesses d are unnecessary,
and are omitted. )

The specific construction of a cotton-picker
stem- containing. a convex sheet-metal plate
having slots and teeth integrally formed of the
plate, also of a cotton-picker stem having its
periphery formed of a single sheet of metal
with beads struck up thereon, said beads be-
ing provided with recesses and teeth, I do not
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claim herein, these features being the sub-
ject-matter of claims in another application
hereatter to be filed by me.
I claim as my invention— .
5 1. Inacotton-pickerstem, the convex sheet-
metal plate A, provided with slots @, recesses
d, and teeth D, secured in said recesses, the
said teeth lying in the slots «, substantially as
described.
10 2. In a cotton-picker stem, a series of con-
~vex sheet-metal plates, A, provided with slots
and teeth, as described, the said plates being
secured together at their adjacent edges by

solder or otherwise, substantially as described.
15 3. Inacotton-picker stem, the combination |

of the plate or plates ‘A, having. the slots «,
recesses d, and teeth D, with the supporting-
pieces I' and G, cap-pieces B and C, and rod
B, substantially as described.

4. In a cotton-picker stem, a peripheéry or
outer envelope of sheet metal, substantially in
the form of a series of parallel longitudinal
convex beads, a series of slots being formed in
each bead, and teeth arranged in said slots,

substantially as deseribed.
CHARLES T. MASON, Jr.

Witnesses:
M. . BURNS,
PARK BENJAMIN.




