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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Jou~ S. R16BY, a sub-
jeet of the Queen of Great Britain, residing
at Beaufort, in the county of Beaufort and
State of South Carolina, have invented an Im-
provement in Manufacturing Sulphuric Acid,
of which the following is a specification.

By the usually-practiced method of manu-
facturing sulphuric acid from sulphur or sul-
phur-bearing ore (pyrites) the sulphur orore is
burned in kilns, to which a sufficient quantity
of airis admitted to convert the sulphur into
sulphurous-acid gas, and this gas passes to and
through an oven or ovens in which nitrate of
soda is decomposed by sulphuric acid, after
which it passes, together with nitrogen com-
pounds, by a flue or flues, toa chamber or cham-
bers, to be converted into sulphuric acid at
the expense of part of the oxygen of the nitric-
acid gas resulting from the decomposition of
the nitrate of soda, the nitric-acid gas being
in its turn converted into nitric oxide.

My object is to provide improved apparatus
for practicing this method, and by means of
which the nitrate of soda is decomposed in
proper quantity to convert the sulphurous acid
into sulphurie aeid, thus insuring certainty in
production and facilitating the working of the
apparatns. I accomplish the object sought
by supplying nitrate of soda in solution and
hot sulphuric acid, both in regulated quanti-
ties, to insare complete decomposition to the
nitrate-oven from sources of supply outside
the oven, the solution and the sulphurie acid
being allowed to run as needed into the usu-
ally employed nitrate pans or pots in the oven.

The accompanying drawing shows a sec-
tional elevation of apparatus the same in most
respects as heretofore commonly used.

A is the sulphur-burner or ore-kiln, from
which the sulphurous acid passes at ¢ in the
direction of the flue B and to the niter oven
or chamber C, in which any desired number
of pots or pans, D, are provided. A solution
of nitrate of soda of proper strength (prefer-
ably as strong asolution as possible below the
crystallizing-point) is provided in a suitable
tank or reservoir, E, which is connected with
avessel, F, by a pipe, G, provided with a stop-
cock.

The vessel F is made of lead or other suit-
able material—such as glass or stone ware—
and provided with an indicator or gage, f, to
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show the level of its contents and indicate
with certainty how much thereof is allowed 55
to pass at proper times to the nitrate-pans by
means of glass supply-pipes H H’, provided
with stop-cocks. The supply-pipes H H' pass .
through the top of the niter-oven and termi-
nate above and close to the pans D, there be- 6o
ing a supply-pipe for each pan flexibly con-
nected by rubber tubing % &’ with the main
outlet-pipe H%. The pans Daresupplied with
the needed amount of hot sulphuric acid for
decomposing the nitrate-of-soda solution, the g5
acid being conducted to the pans in suitable
way—as by pipes I, provided with stop-
cocks—along which pipes it flows hot from a
cistern, J, which cistern is let into the arch
over the burner or the niter-oven, or overthe ,o
passage K. The cistern J may be otherwise
heated in suitable way. This cistern is pro-
vided with a supply-pipe, L, and overflow-
pipe M. By supplying hot sulphuric acid to
the pans I avoid the breaking of the pans fre- »:
quently occasioned by running cold acid into
them while they are hot. The converting and
concentrating apparatus to which the sul-
phurous acid and nitrogen compounds pass by
the flue B, being such as usually employed,
needs no description here.

The amount of sulphuric acid allowed to
flow to the pans D at each charging of them
previously to the admission to the pans of the
solution of nitrate of soda can readily be de- 85
termined according to the strength of the acid
and the amount and strength of the nitrate-of-

soda solution with which the pans are sup-
plied at each charge.

I claim as of my own invention— :

The combination of the kiln or burner, the
niter-oven, its pans, the sulphuric-acid-heat-
ing cistern, the vessel provided with the indi-
cator and serving to contain nitrate of sodain
solution, the pipes provided with stop-cocks g5
for supplying the solution to the. pans, and
the pipes for supplying the pans with sulphu-
ric acid, substantially as and for the purpose
hereinbefore set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub- 1o
seribed my name this 24th day of July, A. D.
1883.
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JOHN SAMUEL RItG:BY.
Witnesses:
A. B. ScAMMON,
FLoreExcE A. D, REED.



