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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, FurMIN F. MORTIMER,
of Florence, in the county of Darlington and
State of South Carolina, have invented a new

-and useful Improvement in Locomotive-Pilots H

and I do hereby-declare that the followin g-is
a full, clear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making a
part of this specification, and to the letters
and figares of reference marked thereon. .

Figure 1 of the drawing isa vertical section
of my invention attached to a locomotive.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in that class of locomo-
tive-pilots formed of a three-sided receptacle
or inclosure having a bottom or platform
adapted .to yield and descend under contact
with the object collided with, to safely receive
and retain the living object crossing the track
instead of ‘throwing the samie off the track;
and the novelty consists in forming the pilot
of a three-sided receptacle, and in providing
it  with a cenirally-pivoted grate or ecradle,
which is adapted to retain an object collided
with within the receptacle; and it also con-
sists in providing devices for retaining the
cradle in position, as will be hereinafter fully
set forth and pointed out in the claims.

On the annexed drawing, A A A’ repre-

. sent the sides of a receptacle, which is braced
"~ Dby the beams A’ A’ A/, the whole being firmly
- attached to.the locomotive. Tothesides A A

(only one side shown) of:the receptacle is piv-
oted, by means of a crogs-bar, d, a curved era-
dle or grate, B.; The cradle ‘B is attached to
ont of the pilot by

‘ connecting-rods D.D, which are attached to
- the cradle B and beamn C by the couplings:¢b.

The weight of the beam C serves to hold the
cradle in its normal position. .

When an object, such as.a cow or other ani-
mal, is collided with it falls upon the curved
cradle B, which turns and .assumes the posi-
tion shown in dotted lines, in which position
the cradle is held by theratchet Band weighted
pawl F. The animal is thus retained within
the receptacle, which prevents the train from
being thrown from the track, and saves the
life of the animal.

What T claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— :

1. In combination with: a locomotive-pilot, .
formed of a three-sided receptacle and pro-
vided with a curved cradle centrally pivoted,
a ratchet-wheel arranged-on the pivotal shaft
of the cradle, and a pawl to automatically en-
gage with the ratchet-wheel to hold' said cra-
dle in position, substantially as described, and

' for the purpose set forth.

2. In combination with a three-sided recep-
tacle, A A A", a curved cradle, B, pivoted in
the center, and connected to a hinged beam,
G, by rods D D, substantially as described,
and for the purpose set-forth. = :

3. In a locomotive-pilot, the combination of
a three-sided receptacle, A A A”, curved piv-
oted cradle B, ratchet I, weighted pawl T,
connecting-rods D D, and hinged beam C, sub-
stantially as described, and for the purpose
set forth, ‘

In-testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence

of two witnesses.
‘F. F. MORTIMER,.
Witnesses: : ‘

G. McD. StorLi,
© 'W. C. ROUMILLET.




