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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEOrRGE D. SyiTH, of
Spartauburg,in the county of Spartanburg and
State of South Carolina, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Buckles;
and I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, which will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had tothe accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

Figure 1 is a perspective view, Tig. 2 is a
longitudinal section, Fig. 3 is a cross-section,
and Figs. 4 and 5 are detail views of the two
parts constituting my improved buckle.

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by like letters of reference.

Thisinvention relates to buckles for harness,
&e.; and it consists in certain improvements
in the construction of the same, as will be
Lereinafter fully set forth, and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, A represents the front part
of my improved buckle, which consists simply
of a metallic plate having a slot, b, thus form-
ing a frame, which may be embossed or orna-
mented in any suitable way. B is a metallic
plate, having upon its sides upwardly-project-
ing flanges C C, provided with lateral out-
wardly-projecting wings D D. Theplate B is
also provided with a eentral upwardly-project-
ing pin or stud, d. Plate B is adapted to fit
in the slot b of frame A, it being inserted into
said frame from the front, and supported by
the wings D D, which abut against.the sides
of the frame.

In operation the end of a strap is passed
through the slot formed between one end of
frame A and the flanges and body of plate B.
The stud d is passed through a perforation in
the strap, and the end of the strap is passed
out-through the slot at the other end of the
buckle. The strap with which connection

is to be made is then similarly inserted from

the opposite end of the buckle, thus forming
a neat and substantial connection, the pin or
stud 4 preventing the withdrawal of either
strap. |

In my improved buckle, it will be observed
that the use of a hinge is totally avoided, thus
lessening the expense of eonstruction, and pro-
viding smooth and even surfaces.

My invention is simple, durable, and inex-
pensive.

‘When the strap or straps attached to buckles
become old-and worn, and the holesforthe ad-
mission of the buckle-stud are enlarged, there
is always a tendency for the straps to become
disconnected from the buckle, more especially
when, as is frequently the ease in harness, one
of the straps is detached and the buckle left
suspended from the other strap. When such
is the case, loss of the buckle is frequently the
result. ‘

By construeting the buckle in two pieces,
as by my invention, this disadvantage is
overcome, because the frame A will slide down
toward plate B, thus securely clamping the
strap between the frame and plate, and pre-
wventing its withdrawal by accident.

I am aware of the patents to Hayden, Jan-
uary 21, 1837, and Thornton and Latta, Au-
gust 20, 1872, and I claim nothing therein
shown; but, ’

Having thus described my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States— .

The combination, with the frame or plate A,
having slot b, of the plate B, having flanges
O C, wings D D, and pin or stud d, substan-
tially as herein described, for the purpose set
forth. A

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.,

GEORGE DAVIS SMITH,
Witnesses: ‘
S. J. SIMPSON,
W. WAsH, THOMPSON.




