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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, RoBERT C. MivrrinGs,
of Charleston, in the county of Charleston
and State of South Carolina, have invented a
new and valuable Improvewment in Shaft-
Coupling; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the construction and operation of the
same, reference being had to the annexed
drawings, making a part of this specification,
and to the letters and figures of reference
marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawiugs is a representa-
tion of alongitudinal vertical central sectional
view of my shaft-coupling. Fig. 2 is an end
view. Figs. 3, 4, 5 are perspective details of
the same. )

The nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of a device for
attaching and detaching shafts and poles to
and from vehicles, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth.

The annexed drawings, to which reference
is made, fully illustrate my invention.

A represents the front axle of a vehicle,
over which is passed the usual clip B. C is
the bottom plate or bar of this clip, which is
extended forward a suitable distauce to form
the jaw D.

From the plate or bar C, at the inner end
of the jaw D, are two upwardly-projecting
ears, B E, between which is pivoted a mova-
ble jaw, G, heid down upon the stationary
Jaw D by means of a spring, H, as shown.

In the under side of the pivoted jaw G is
formed a square recess, a, and from the ex-
treme end of said movable or pivoted jaw
projects’ a lug, pin, or tenon, b, which enters
a corresponding recess, d, made in the upper
face of the stationary jaw D at or near the
outer end.

J represents the thill-iron, formed at its
rear or inner end with two projecting circular
ears, I I, at such distance apart as to fiv on

the sides of the jaws D and G, as shown. In
these jaws are central round boles, as shown,
for the reception of a bolt, L. The center
portion of this bolt is square, as shown at h,
to fit in the square recess a of the upper piv-
oted jaw G, while the ends ¢ ¢ of said bolt
are round, and fit in the holes in the ears I I.

By raising the jaw G the bolt L may be in-
serted in place, and when said bolt enters
the recess a the jaw G springs down and re-
tains the bolt in place, when the thill-iron is
coupled to the clip. If by any strain on the
shafts or pole the jaw G should become par-
tially raised, the tenon b will prevent the es-
cape of the bolt L, while the thill-iron can be
at all times turned up and down on the round-
ed ends ¢ of said bolt as the fulerum.

By raising the jaw G to a certain height
the thill-iron and its bolt can be easily taken
out, and a cord or chain may be attached to
said jaw, and run back to the vehicle for de-
taching the shafts instantaneously in case of
the team running away. C -

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is-— :

1. In a thill-coypling, the pivoted jaw G,
provided with square recess @, in combination
with the thill-iron J, having perforated ends
I'T, and the bolt L, having square counter &
and rounded ends 4 4, substantially as and for
the purposes herein set forth, ]

2. The combination of the stationary jaw
D, with recess in its end, as described, ‘the
pivoted jaw G, with recess ¢ and tenon b,
and the spring H, substantially as and for
the purposes herein set forth. '

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses. ‘

ROBERT C. MILLINGS.

Witnesses:
F. J. WINKLER,
W. H. AHRENS.




