Communications Brief: Reduction of hours for Spring 2026

BACKGROUND:

Clemson Libraries is reducing operating hours for the Spring 2026 semester. The biggest change is at Cooper Library, which is closing at midnight instead of 2 a.m. Sunday through Thursday nights, a reduction of 10 hours per week.

The Spring 2026 schedule for Cooper Library will be:
· Sunday: 1 p.m. to midnight
· Monday-Thursday: 7 a.m.-midnight
· Friday: 7 a.m.-6 p.m.
· Saturday: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

The Gunnin Architecture Library is also reducing hours, closing at 8 p.m. instead of 9 p.m. Sunday through Thursday. 


KEY INFORMATION:

· This decision was based on gate count data, which shows that the period between midnight and 2 a.m. is the time when there are the least number of people using the library. Below is the average data over the last 13 weeks of the Fall 2025 semester, 10 p.m. – 2 a.m. Sunday through Thursday.
 
	 
	10pm
	11pm
	12am
	1am
	2am

	Su
	250
	125
	3
	1
	1

	Mo
	103
	28
	12
	5
	2

	Tu
	140
	38
	7
	2
	1

	We
	140
	42
	3
	2
	0

	Th
	14
	5
	1
	0
	0




· Regarding Sunday morning hours – in the Fall 2025 semester, CUSG provided temporary funding that allowed Cooper to be open from 8 a.m.- 1p.m. on Sundays, an extension of our usual hours. That funding is ending, so Cooper is returning to the normal opening time of 1 p.m. on Sundays.

· The Gunnin Architecture Library reports similar data from 8-9 p.m., with that being the hour seeing the least use during the Spring 2025 semester.

· We are exploring options that may allow us to return to our usual operating hours in the future, such as training more student staff to run the main desk without full-time staff present, shifting employees from other branch libraries to help fill gaps at Cooper, and working with Student Affairs and Academic Affairs to identify other spaces on campus that could serve as a late-night study place for students.

